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Sreenivasaiya came nearer, held her by the
hand and took her to a chair and made her sit on
it, And to show that he had no hesitation about
touching her on the ground of her being a fallen
woman bent down and kissed her lightly on the
face. The woman's features relaxed with joy.
Sreenivasaiya said: " Now I shall take leave ".
The woman replied: " Is that all ? Very'
well, then. But take something from me before
you leave, as a memento of this meeting ".
Sreenivasaiya thought for a moment and in
order to take something which was not too costly
but was still worth possessing said: " Will you
give me that photograph?"
The woman said: " Certainly, but take also
something of value ".
"I do not want anything else. I shall be
satisfied if I may take the photograph ".
" Very well, sir ;  just as you like ".
Sreenivasaiya had until a few minutes before
addressed her in the plural in courtesy. In the
last few sentences he had called her in the familiar
singular. The woman noticed this and said:
" How is it that you have dropped the courtesy
plural and are addressing me in the singular so
soon ?"